PREFACED FfRST EDITION (1882)
THIS book contains, in the form of chapters, eleven * essays published by me during the past ten years; they were written in such intervals of leisure as could be spared by the constant and occasionally urgent preoccupations of official duties in India, and they have been thought to J)e worth" the experiment of republication together. Ten oHhese essays relate to India, being mainly the outcome of personal observation in certain provinces and of intercourse with the people; one essay relates to China, with which country the writer has no direct acquaintance; and since they are all so far alike in their subject-matter that they deal with the actual character and complexion of religion and society in these countries at the present time, they may possibly be considered to have some useful bearing on the general study of Asiatic ideas and institutions. For throughout Asia, wherevet the state of society has not been distinctly transformed by European
* Of these eleven essays, one lias been omitted in the new edition, and another (on China) has been transferred to Vol. II.